Background: In India, deaths related to burns are more common in women than in men. Fire is easily available weapon used by female for suicide. Most burns happen in low-and middle-income countries.
Background
Fire is easy and dangerous weapon in kitchen to be used for suicide for females in developing country like India. Females in India are suffering from torture since birth in every ways for gender discrimination to career and partner choosing option and it continues at their in laws families too.
Females at home can find a fire as weapon to end their lives instead of suffering in male dominated societies. In India Burns deaths are more common in females though accidental are leading (as per history given by investigating agencies) but suicide by burns in females should also be taken into consideration.
Nonaccidental deaths of young women -dowry deaths, bride burning -have long been a concern in India. They are considered most likely to occur within 7 years of marriage and may be overtly homicidal or the result of suicide as a consequence of coercion or desperation. The suicide of a young woman within 7 years of marriage is considered suspect and her husband or in-laws may be held accountable (Daruwalla et al., 2014) .
Many cultural and socio-economic factors of a country are responsible for the causation of such deaths in females. According to WHO (2000) report, 238,000 individuals died of fire related deaths and 95% of these deaths occurred in low and middle income countries (WHO Report 2000, n.d.) .
A significant number of deaths in India occur due to burns every year and over 10,00,000 people are moderately or severely burnt every year in this country (Burns, n.d.) .
The present study has been taken up to assess the female suicidal deaths by burns in metropolitan city of the country and factors associated with such female suicidal burns. The aim of the study is to analyze the various socio epidemiological and medico-legal aspects in the community which will help to plan the treatment & preventive programme for reducing the incidence of suicide in female by fatal burns injuries.
Aims and objectives
The aim of the study is to describe the socio-demographic profile of suicidal burn injury in the mortuary situated in the metropolitan city of India. In the present study, an attempt is made to analyze the data statistically collected on such cases, with the objective to highlight various aspects of so-called Suicidal fatal burns in females.
Material & methods
This is a 2 years Prospective study, based on autopsy analysis conducted in the Department of Forensic Medicine & Toxicology, in tertiary health care center in metropolitan city, during 1st August 2012 to 31st July 2014. Ethics committee approval had been taken. In this period female in the reproductive age group i.e. 14-40 yr. who sustained burn injury were selected and total 270 autopsies of burns females were conducted, out of that 64 female cases were brought with the alleged history of Suicidal burn injuries. On basis of autopsy studied in detail including age, period of survival, percentage of burn injuries, cause of death, etc. history was recorded from the police, relatives of deceased and friends. All findings are depicted in tabular form and inference is extracted.
Observations & results
Out of the total unnatural female deaths and autopsies conducted during this study period, 270 females burns cases of the age group of 14-40 years were collected. Out of which 64 cases were of suicidal females which were died by burns injury, their data analyzed and tabulated. Table 3 denotes that most of the victims survived for period of 1-7 days (57.81%). Followed by more than 7 days (25%). Most of victims committed suicide burns injuries by self with reason could not be revealed i.e. (70.31%) followed by for the reason of torture at in laws families (20.31%). Total body surface area involved in burns of the victims noted 51-75% burns (43.75%) cases and 76-100% burns (43.75%) cases affected equally, while most common victims were died because of Septicemia (68.75%) followed by Shock (17.19%).
Discussion
Suicide for females is easy to be committed by using kitchen weapons or fire burns which is mostly commonly seen in housevies who used to live home alone when head of the family leaves home for bread and butter.
Most common victim were Hindu i.e. (75%). showed that most common religion was Hindu consisted 398 (82.91%).
In our study Most of victims of this study had educated upto high school (34.38%) followed by middle school (21.88%). Gadage et al. (2014) concluded that most victims had middle school level of education (31.6%) while Gupta et al. (2012) showed that the most of cases had done their education upto primary school level (49.2%).
In present study Most of the victims (67.19%) belonged to lower middle class followed by upper lower class (21.88%). Memchoubi & Nabachandra (2007) (53.84%), Vaghela et al. (2012) (46.58%) showed that most of cases were in low socio economic status.
In this study Most of the females were married i.e. (70.31%). The findings were in accordance with the 
